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PACKAGING CEI^TERS 

The new packaging center at 23rd 
and Chestnut Streets in Philadel- 
phia has recently produced more 
than 13,000 standard food packages 
a day. On one day in the week 
which began June 12, the volun- 
teers turned out 14,008 packages. 
Both the Philadelphia and St. Louis 
plants have begun evening shifts for 
the benefit of persons who are not 
able to volunteer for service dur- 
ing the day. 

The St. Louis center had a visit 
from a group of Polish Wacs who 
are taking their training at Jeffer- 
son Barracks. The Polish girls were 
much interested in the contents of 
the packages and amazed at the 
speed with which they were turned 
out. 

Workers at the New York center 
have received many letters of praise 
and thanks from European prisoner 
of war camps. They have also heard 
at first hand, from several recent re- 
patriates who have visited the plant, 
about conditions in German camps, 
and how the men receive the pack- 
ages. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt visited 
the Center on June 21 and com- 
plimented the volunteers on the pro- 
duction of more than 4,000,000 food 
packages in this Center. The visit was 
arranged by Mrs. T. H. Roulston 
(Marjorie Hillis, the author), chair- 
man of the packaging service of the 
Brooklyn Chapter. 

Volunteer workers at the pack- 
aging centers are now turning out 
five different types of packages for 
prisoners of war and civilian in- 
ternees. These comprise four types 
of food packages and the medical 
kit. In addition, the General Supply 
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Office of the Red Cross at Harbor- 
side, N. J., is making up the "cap- 
ture parcel," which is given to new- 
ly arrived American prisoners in 
transit camps as a gift of the Ameri- 
can Red Cross. 

Stalags Luft III and IV 

Following a visit to Stalag Luft 
III last February, a representative of 
War Prisoners' Aid of the YMCA 
reported that, on January 10, 1944, 
a new compound known as Lager 
Belaria had been opened. The new 
compound is "situated on a hill out- 
side the little town" (presumably 
Sagan) , and about three miles from 
the main Luft III camp. The main 
camp is composed of four com- 
pounds, or Lagers, known as North, 
East, South, and Center. Up to last 
February, Lager Belaria contained 
only British flyers mostly transferred 
from the Center compound. The 
South and Center compounds are 
now all-American, and the North and 
East all-RAF. 

For the number of prisoners trans- 
ferred last January from the Center 
compound. Lager Belaria was re- 
ported to be spacious and comfort- 
able, but, the report added, "the 
men expect this Section to grow at 
least to ten times its present size." The 
opinion expressed by the men was 
that Lager Belaria was the best of the 
five at Luft HI. 

Later advices by cable have stated 
that Stalag Luft IV, situated near 
Stalag Luft III, was opened in May 
and that "several hundred American 
airmen" have been assigned to the 
new camp. It therefore seems likely 
that Lager Belaria has been made 
part of Luft IV since the visit in 
February last. 

The YMCA had provided ample 
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equipment for ice hockey 
played in all the Luft III coi 
last winter, but, unfortunately! 
had been no ice up to the 
January. Fencing has become; 
popular sport at this camp, 
the building of model planes 
lists of requests for wood, paj 
other materials, for making 
planes, had been sent to the 
at Geneva. It is customary to^ 
materials equally among the 
compounds, and no doubt thej 
tion of supplies has now 
tended to cover Luft IV. 

Colonel Spivey, senior Ah 
officer at Luft III, wrote on] 
20; The spring air and a fed 
hope pervade the camp. Tf 
are playing sojthall and footbc 
are outside a lot. I am ha 
cause they have been shuti 
this winter. We have beer, 
with good health. 
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Fukuoka 

April a Delegate of the 

laiional Committee of 

iKcd Cross visited two of 

uinps in the Fukuoka 

which, he believed, 

,icd of 19 branch camps. 

gtoup of camps was 

lusly reported to con- 

'1,700 American and 

Nations prisoners, 

probably less than a 

.r of that number being 

icans. The camps are sit- 

ai the western end of 

[mam Japanese island of 

most of them cen- 

around the cities of Ube, 

jftc, and Ohama, although 

iwo of the camps in 

group may be at the 

11 end of the nearby 

)f Kyushu. 

Delegate visited Fu- 
Kranch Camp No. 17 
iril 24. On the day of his 
ithere were 501 prison- 
Americans. Ten of the 
lers were officers and the 
Tioncoms and enlisted 
^11 of whom had been 
in the Philippines, 
p was opened July 8, 
Although the exact 
^hical location of this 

Ih ^'^"^P ^^^^ ^^^ given. 
Instated to be situated on 
ground near the 



Ijore. 
1^ ca, 




U. S. dental surgeon at work in his office in the prisoner of war 
camp at Shanghai. The dental equipment was provided by the 
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camp area of nine 
^ivas enclosed with a 9-foot 
,/" fence. Thirty-three one-story 
y buildings occupied an area 
Id ^^^^s. The buildings were di- 

into rooms with either two 
=^j.^^ from four to six noncoms 
%/ ^^^^ ^^ e^Lch. room. The 

Ss, which had glass windows, 



American Red Cross. 

were electrically lighted and each con- 
tained a charcoal brazier. Bedding ap- 
peared to be adequate, with a mosquito 
net furnished in summer. 

The Delegate reported good drinkable 
water from a nearby city source and an am- 
ple supply of water for bathing, laundry, 
and sanitation purposes. Hot showers and 



hot baths were available and 
there was said to be a large 
number of faucets for wash- 
ing. 

Rations supplied the pris- 
oners consisted of rice, bread, 
vegetables, fruit, a small 
amount of meat and fish, 
some fat and margarine, sugar, 
salt, and green tea. Eggs and 
milk were provided for pa- 
tients only. The caloric con- 
tent of the ration was re- 
ported to be satisfactory, but 
the diet was low in proteins. 
The cooking was done by 15 
cooks among the prisoners. 

Medical care was provided 
by one Japanese army sur- 
geon, three Japanese medical 
orderlies, two doctors and one 
dentist from among the pris- 
oners, as well as by ten pris- 
oner medical orderlies. The 
camp had an infirmary with 
medical and surgical equip- 
ment available. Dental treat- 
ment was furnished by a den- 
tist at the mining company 
where most of the men were 
working. At the time of the 
visit there were 26 men sick, 
of whom 19 were in the in- 
firmary and 7 confined .,to 
their own quarters. The aver- 
age weight of the prisoners 
was given as "about 143 lbs." 
Since the camp was opened 
five prisoners had died, four 
of pneumonia and one of a 
heart attack. 

Working in Mines 

According to the Delegate, prison- 
ers had sufficient clothing, under- 
wear, and shoes provided by the 
Japanese army and the mining com- 
pany. The prisoners were in posses- 
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sion of their own personal effects and 
had complete uniforms. About 450 
of the men were working in a coal 
mine. Working hours were said to 
be eight hours per day, including 
one and a half hour's recess. The 
prisoners worked nine days and 
rested the tenth. 

The camp had a canteen where 
prisoners could buy canned salmon, 
fish, fruit, curry powder, fish meal, 
toilet articles, and the like. A few 
cigarettes were issued regularly to 
the officers and men, and small ad- 
ditional supplies were sold at the can- 
teen when available. 

Recreation and sports consisted of 
volleyball, football, baseball, tennis, 
quoits, miniature golf, and indoor 
games such as pingpong, chess, and 
cards. There was ample space in the 
camp for outdoor sports, as well as 
a vegetable garden of about one- 
tenth of an acre. The Delegate said 
that the prisoners were very proud 
of the miniature golf course, al- 
though it was "primitive." The pris- 
oners obtained five golf balls and 
manufactured some clubs at the 
mine. The camp had a library of 
200 volumes provided by the YMCA; 
50 of these books recently arrived 
from the last Gripsholm shipment. 

Since the camp was opened, pris- 
oners had been permitted to write 
two post cards of about 55 words 
each in English. At the time of the 
visit no direct parcels from next of 
kin had been received, but most of 
the prisoners had received mail from 
home. Two shipments of Red Cross 
relief supplies had been received at 
the camp and the food was especially 
appreciated. Four representatives of 
prisoners were interviewed, but in 
the presence of Japanese camp au- 
thorities. 

On the day following the visit 
to Branch Camp No. 17, the Delegate 
visited Branch Camp No. 12. His re- 
port stated that at this camp there 
were 397 Dutch prisoners and 3 
American medical orderlies. The con- 
ditions were said to be much the 
same as at Branch Camp No. 17. 

Zentsuji 

The main Zentsuji camp was vis- 
ited on April 28 by the Interna- 
tional Committee Delegate. Since his 
previous visit (which was reported 
in the July 1943 issue of Prisoners 
OF War Bulletin) the number of 
prisoners had increased to 690. Most 
of the prisoners were officers, of whom 
309 were Americans, 190 British, and 
69 Dutch. There were also 116 
American noncoms and privates and 



6 British enlisted men. 

The Delegate reported that camps 
at Mukojima and Innoshima, for- 
merly branch camps in the Fukuoka 
group, were then under the Zent- 
suji administration and called Zent- 
suji Branch Camps Nos. 1 and 2 re- 
spectively. 

The average weight of the prison- 
ers was reported to be about 149 
pounds, a slight increase over the 
average of a year ago. At the time of 
the visit 3 men were in the camp 
infirmary and 22 sick in their quar- 
ters. Five deaths had occurred since 
the opening of the camp. Work, in- 
cluding livestock raising and agri- 
culture, was voluntary for the offi- 
cers. Enlisted men were required to 
perform kitchen work and act as 
cobblers, tailors, barbers, clerks, car- 
penters, and the like. The camp 
vegetable garden had been increased 
to more than four acres, and at the 
time of the visit the livestock con- 
sisted of 300 chickens, 525 rabbits, 
and a few goats and pigs. 

Supplies Received 

A total of 467 next-of-kin parcels 
had been received. Most of the men 
had received mail, although they re- 
ported considerable delays in de- 
livery. Officers had been permitted 
to write annually three letters of 
about 240 words, and three post 
cards of about 57 words. Noncoms 
and privates were allowed a smaller 
number of letters and cards annual- 
ly. Prisoners had reported receiving 
nine Red Cross food parcels each, 
as well as a small amount of bulk 
food, a considerable amount of cloth- 
ing and toilet articles, some medi- 
cines, cigarettes, and quite recently 
several hundred books and musical 
instruments from the YMCA, which 
were shipped on the Gripsholm the 
last time she sailed to the Far East. 

Interviewed in the presence of 
Japanese authorities, seven represent- 
atives of the prisoners stated that, on 
the whole, they considered the treat- 
ment had improved lately, but gen- 
erally was below the standard ex- 
pected for officer-prisoners. They 
found living conditions satisfactory 
but overcrowded, and very cold in 
winter without heating. They stated 
that the food at times was insuffi- 
cient in quantity, inadequate in fats 
and proteins. 

Civilian Interment Camps— Kobe 

The four civilian camps in Kobe 
were visited last March by a Dele- 
gate of the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross. He reported 



that of the 206 internees there 

were Americans, of whom 129 

from Guam. The smallest camp, 

2, contained 43 internees and^ Stalag II B 

largest, No. 1, held 61. All the cai A representative of the European 



Reports on German Camps 



were in the residential district oi 
looking the city. 

The Guam internees (technicrj 
businessmen, and missionaries) 
prised the total population of 
Nos. 3 and 4. In addition, 27 
them were housed in No. 1 wiij 
Americans formerly residing in jd 



wnt 



Relief Fund who visited Sta- 



jj B last March found that the 

l^er of American prisoners of 

there had reached 5,000. There 

further slight increase in April 

] jviay. The new arrivals of en- 

' nien in March, April, and May 

ijjg niainly from the Italian the- 

Men are also being transferred 



and 32 other men, mostly Bri^ur, 

who were former residents of Jajj L other Stalags to II B for assign- 
and Manchuria. Camp No. 2 con leiit to work detachments. Other 
tained mostly women, many of whou Lted Nations prisoners, including 
were Catholic sisters, and a fewmjj gish and Yugoslav, are in this camp 
ried couples. ^,on work detachments dependent 

Camp No. 1 was housed in adoiJi)!^ ^• 
mitory of the former Canadian Acad- Most of the prisoners spend only 
emy; No. 2 was in the Eastern Lodge^jjew weeks at the base camp to re- 
an Indian Hotel; Nos. 3 and 4 Tdea jive clothing and other supplies 



situated in what before the war Wke 
the houses of managers of fofdp 
business concerns. The quarters wa? 
fairly comfortable, although some: 
what crowded. Dining rooms sertei 
also for recreational purposes. Each 



uJare then sent out to work. Some, 
iwever, are held at the base camp 
t maintenance, distributing equip- 
ent, handling Red Cross supplies, 
i so forth. 
In order to assist in developing 



camp had a small attached space i{| jucational activities at the base, 
exercise and outdoor sports, and t^j^ then among the work detach- 
camp libraries were augmented b|| i^^ts^ Sergeant R. P. Gollomb, for- 
revolving library provided by tl ,jriy of Wisconsin University, has 
YMCA. 5jj^ transferred from Stalag III B 

Toilet facilities were adequate dl B. His duties as student spokes- 
but hot baths were limited by lad m at III B have been given to Ser- 
of fuel. The heating of quarters to jeant Trygar, a law student of Pitts- 
also inadequate, but the interne! largh University. The European 
were permitted to correct this si| tadent Relief Fund is constantly 
tion, to a certain extent, by gaii iiideavoring to promote educational 
ing firewood. i aivities among prisoners of war of 

The Delegate reported that Id * nationalities, and its Swedish rep- 
the quality and quantity of foodll fEmtative in Germany pays gen- 
deteriorated in the past year, | te tributes to the cooperation re- 
though he stated that the rati| K'l'ed from the camp authorities, 
were higher than for the gen^ ^ ^^^ ^ 

civilian population. Meals for iN» . ^ . ■, r 

1 and 2 camps were prepared if ,\report recently received from 
Japanese and Chinese cooks in th| J/^ter national Committee of the 
iwn kitchens, while the food » ^^ Cross stated that there were 



were occasionally permitted. 
Last December each American 



• J 1 ^.a AotW (t 1 to an airmen s cami 

ternee received a complete c^ lag n contained 

outfit, an overcoat, and _a pa» rs ^j ' „„,•„.-,•_ i 



outtit, an overcoat, ana a f" %;, ^'s of „ . , ■ . ... , ^ ■ 

shoes from .he las. G„>*»;» *SerL°„^.'-,."l'L™±"e„^« 
ment, in addition to food pacJ^"» 'n tlig 
shared by all the Kobe internees- 



4 



camps Nos. 3 and 4 was brought^ .American worfc detacnments ae- 
froni nearby restaurants and | g^^nt on Stalag III B, with about 
had led to some complaints fromf J "^^^ assigned to them. Most of 
men in the latter camps. Z''^ ^f ^ employed on the con- 

T 1 1, 1 u I- J V. «,T nuJ ^^^^lon of a powerhouse. Of the ap- 

In general, health had been q| poximately 2,750 American prison- 
good. A Japanese doctor educa^ at m Bat the end of May, about 
Lrthe^Tr^HospS^^^^^ noncommissioned offi- 

pennittedin^caseorsen^^^^^ 
Visits to local oculists and oeui^vof]^ 



on farms. About 160 aviators 
were at III B had been trans- 



to an airmen's camp. Like 



prison- 

— -. ..„..„...^....^„, „ut the 

cMlin .T^'^^ns had separate barracks. As 

case of most other German 



camps for American prisoners, how- 
ever, the men at III B complained 
of overcrowding, insufficient electric 
light, insufficient fuel for heating, 
and insufficient hot water for wash- 
ing clothes. In the winter, moreover, 
clothes had to be dried in the bar- 
racks where the men sleep. 

The daily schedule at III B was as 
follows: 

7:00 A. M roll call 

11:30 A. M lunch 

4:00 P. M supper 

5:00 P. M roll call 

9:00 P. M lights out 

The camp authorities stated that 
the basic rations had been reduced 
by one-third because the prisoners 
often threw the food away. The men, 
however, complained about the bad 
t]uality of the potatoes, of which the 
report stated "20 percent have some- 
times to be thrown away." The Ger- 
man basic rations, according to the 
camp authorities, were "not very 
much appreciated, which causes 
much discontent." There was also a 
scarcity of dishes, but the report con- 
tinued, "this is not as serious as it 
was before because the prisoners use 
tin cans for plates, and have made 
knives, spoons, and forks for them- 
selves." Despite the complaints about 
the German rations, the Delegates re- 
ported that the prisoners at the base 
camp were gaining weight. They 
were mainly noncoms who had re- 
fused, as was their right, to join work 
detachments. 

The American spokesman, the re- 
port stated, exercised absolute control 
over all relief shipments reaching 
the camp from Geneva. He went 
himself to the railroad station and 
unsealed the cars in the presence of 
the German authorities. He dis- 
tributed the food as he wished, and 
each man in camp or outside on 
work detachment r.egularly received 
one Red Cross food package a week. 
The distribution of clothing and 
footwear, however, including that re- 
ceived by the men in next-of-kin 
parcels, had to conform with the in- 
structions issued by the German 
High Command. 

Up to the end of last February 
about 20,000 next-of-kin parcels had 
been received by American prisoners 
at III B, and the parcels were stated 
to be "coming through well." 

Stalag Luft VI 

Since the note on Stalag Luft VI 
was published in the May issue of 



Prisoners of War Bulletin, a sub- 
stantial increase in the number of 
American noncommissioned airmen 
there has been reported. At the end 
of May more than 2,400 Americans 
were held at this camp. 

A Delegate of the International 
Committee who visited Luft VI on 
March 3, last, reported that the camp 
was located in a harsh but healthy 
climate (in the Memel district) , that 
sanitary conditions were good, and 
that the camp had a well-equipped 
infirmary which, at the time of the 
visit, contained 52 Americans. Sev- 
eral seriously wounded prisoners had 
been passed for repatriation. Red 
Cross shipments were reported "ar- 
riving well," with the spokesman 
(Sgt. Francis Paules) controlling the 
distribution of food and clothing re- 
ceived from Geneva. The only com- 
plaint reported was overcrowding. 

Large shipments of Red Cross 
standard food packages have been 
made to Luft VI, and the American 
camp spokesman there reported on 
June 22 to Geneva that 40,000 food 
packages were in the caipp store- 
house. 



The 



MAP CHANGE 

map of prisoners 



of war 
camps m Europe, published in 
the June issue of Prisoners of War 
Bulletin, showed Stalag III B as di- 
rectly north of Berlin. It should have 
been placed in square C8, just below 
Stalag III C. 



CAMP NEWSPAPERS 

On the center pages of this issue 
of Prisoners of War Bulletin are 
reproductions of one page of the 
Kriegie Times, prepared by Ameri- 
can prisoners of war in the Center 
Compound at Stalag Luft III, and of 
The Circuit, which is done by Ameri- 
can prisoners in the South Com- 
pound. Both editions of these camp 
newspapers have been prepared 
especially for the benefit of the men's 
families. 

The Kriegie Times contains two 
pages and The Circuit one. Complete 
reproductions of both papers have 
been made in their original sizes, and 
copies are being sent to Red Cross 
chapters throughout the United 
States. 

Any readers desiring to see the 
full-size reproductions of these news- 
papers may do so at their local 
chapters. 
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War Relief Services — National Catholic Welfare Conference 
Aid to Prisoners of War 

By the Very Reverend Monsignor Patrick A. O'Boyle, Executive Director 

a great variety o£ activities in every 
camp. Our objective is "some con- 
structive activity for everyone." 

The materials provided by War 
Relief Services — NCWC — except 
those of a spiritual nature, are made 
available without regard to nation- 
ality, color, or creed. They are pre- 
sented for the community use of 
each camp. The religious materials, 
provided by the Bishops' War 
Emergency and Relief Committee, 
are, of course, intended only for the 
Catholic young men, with the under- 
standing that the leaders of other 
creeds will provide religious material 
as needed. 

Over 500,000 articles have been 
shipped to prisoners of war, includ- 
ing those in all the camps in the 
United States and Canada. Currently 
camps in North Africa are being 
supplied. 

Filling Camp Needs 

Working in close cooperation with 
the American Red Cross and the In- 
ternational Red Cross, the NCWC 
has already sent in excess of 64 tons 
of materials to Geneva, Switzerland, 



War Relief Services—National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, as a 
participating agency of the National 
War Fund, provides materials com- 
ing under the heading of "intel- 
lectual relief." Men in prison camj^s 
must keep their hands and minds 
busy, lest they spend all their time 
reflecting on home and their loved 
ones, which experience has proved 
leads to dangerous melancholy and, 
worse still, despair of their plight. 
Their hopes must be kept alive, and 
they must be spiritually fortified to 
carry on in face of all hardships. At 
no time should they be allowed to 
fall prey to physical inactivity or 
spiritual and mental stagnation. 

The program of intellectual re- 
lief is four-fold. It represents, within 
certain limitations, the normal activ- 
ities which characterize the great 
American community, the things all 
young men do in normal times. The 
four divisions of the program are 
spiritual, educational, recreational, 
and occupational. Quantities of ma- 
terials are supplied under each of 
these headings, which makes possible 



Repatriates from Germany 
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for distribution to the camps, 
Europe. In Switzerland, the 
Catholic Mission acts as consi 
this material, maintaining ; 
warehouse for the storage, so] 
processing, and repacking of 
tcrials before they go into the 
The mission enjoys membershii 
the Consultative Board of Inti 
tual Relief and Cooperation 
neva. This board is made up of 
cies authorized to carry on thi 
of work and serves as a clearing 
on the general needs of all c 
Through the International 
Cross Delegates, and the cam 
itors of the mission, it is possible 
determine where materials 
from this country are needed 
Through this same arran 
thousands of special requests; 
individual prisoners are receiv 
filled. 

To date, approximately 
new books have been forward! 
Geneva. Plans are now completi 
provide study courses on 265 
ferent subjects, with textbooks 
school supplies already going 
the camps. Through a corres; 
ence course plan, worked out 
DePaul and Loyola Universities 
Chicago, and in collaboration wi| 
our representatives in Geneva, mai 
of our men will return home wif 
new skills and learnings, wi 
equipped to make a fresh start 
business or some chosen professioa 

The occupational equipment seni 
to the camps includes carpentry seti 
wood carving sets, basketry, wow 
burning sets, loom weaving, leathf- 
craft sets, metal and crystal c 
sets, oil painting, plastic relievo 
water color sets, clay modeling 
lucitc sets, cartooning equips 
draftsmen's kits, and other ci# 
materials. Recreational equipm^"' 
of every description is also sent. 

It is our fervent hope and praf 
that before long the situation m f 
Far East will change so that a niea^ 
can be found to bring material an 
spiritual relief regularly and on a 
quate scale to our 



qI the seriously sick and seriously 
yiided American prisoners of war 
* Europe, more than 100 so far have 
a Ln repatriated by the German gov- 
(iflient. On the latest exchange in 
me, i" which the Gripsholm par- 
pated, 65 American prisoners of 
were repatriated, all but one 
them enlisted men and non- 
L^missioned officers. Prisoners 
L Stalags II B and 344 (VIII B) 
J,d from Lazaretts 344, XIII D, 
ylj] A, and Freising (Stalag VII A) 
gj-e among those interviewed by 
representatives of the Red Cross 
tjbout conditions in the camps and 
lospitals in Germany from which 
liey had come. The information ob- 
iiined from these repatriates is sum- 
marized below. 



Stalag 344 (VIII B) 

ome of the men from this camp 
jjQ been confined in "convalescent 
jarracks" (ordinary barracks so 

gnated because the infirmary was 

). The camp was overcrowded 
th men sleeping on the floors or 

tables. There were 190 men in 
space 100 by 30 feet, in three-tier 
nks. 

There were very few panes of 

remaining in the barracks and 

most of the windows were boarded 

The fuel furnished by the au- 
iorities was insufficient for heating. 
Tkemen reported that the German 
bd was of poor quality, and that 
fc bread and potato rations had 
ken cut recently. While in camp, 
ley had received a Canadian, Brit- 
\ or New Zealand food package 
t'ch week, Stalag 344 being largely 
'British camp. 

Great difficulty was experienced 
!the Americans in obtaining cloth- 
% and one British uniform with 
*ercoat was issued to the Americans. 
^me American clothing arrived and 
^ distributed in April. Shipments 
^ J Stalag 344 from American Red 
''^'oss stocks at Geneva, as well as 
' other camps in Germany, have 
l^cently been subject to increas- 
'I delays caused by transportation 
'Acuities. 

yne of the camp compounds at 
^JHZ.% totally without water. The 

"'"^'Ound in which the Americans 



people intern"' -puuna in 
there. We can only say that in ^ J ^^M had water available only 
ticipation of such opportunity q^^i^el'' four hours a day, withonly 
tities of sunnbVs a^ held in rea-J: K«-0t shower a month permitted 



titles of supplies are held m ^ 

ness, so that no time will be \oi ' ^^ 

._i.- „r„ii _j . c^\.^r>nnW n„. 



Packing articles for prisoners of war and interned civilians at the warehouse of War 
Relief Services of the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 



taking full advantage of the pn^ 
to serve our fellow American' 
those distant lands. 



mg facilities were overrun 



(,j — s and delousing was carried 
^^ery six weeks. The toilet fa- 



cilities were described as primitive 
and unsanitary. 

The mail at 344 was irregular; 
some old mail had arrived from 
Italy, but no parcels had been re- 
ceived by the prisoners interviewed. 

Stalag II B 

Conditions here, according to re- 
patriates, were evidently somewhat 
better than at Stalag 344. Over- 
crowding, however, was also a great 
problem at this camp. The brick 
buildings were damp, heating was 
insufficient, and broken window 
panes had been repaired with card- 
board. 

Prisoners at Stalag II B considered 
the German food as being "accord- 
ing to regulations." There was, at 
the time the repatriates left, a two 
months' supply of Red Cross food 
packages on hand. 

American clothing had been issued 
to the prisoners. The men in the 
convalescent barracks had one Ger- 
man blanket and two American 
blankets. In the camp, prisoners had 
only one blanket apiece. There were 
not sufficient blankets for new ar- 
rivals. 

The bathing and washing facili- 
ties were considered adequate, with 
one hot shower a week permitted. 
The men said that bedbugs, fleas, 
and lice were present. There was 
sufficient water, and fuel was sup- 
plied for heating water to do laun- 
dry. The supply of soap was ade- 
quate. 



Mail at this camp, too, was ir- 
regular; letters mailed from the 
United States in January were re- 
ceived in the camp in April. A few 
next-of-kin parcels had been re- 
ceived. 

The commandant of the camp, it 
was said, was not well disposed to- 
ward the Americans, and long discus- 
sions were necessary on any points 
raised. 

Oflag 64 

Mr. Larry Allen, the captured As- 
sociated Press correspondent who 
was transferred from Italy to Ger- 
many in September 1943, was re- 
patriated from Oflag 64. The Ger- 
man rations served to American offi- 
cer-prisoners (numbering slightly 
over 500 in mid-May) at Oflag 64, 
according to Mr. Allen were: 

Breakfast: Water, which the men used for 
making coffee from their Red 
Cross packages. 

Lunch: A slice of black bread, one- 
inch thick; and a small plate of 
soup made out of carrots or 
turnips. 

Supper: Two, sometimes only one, small 
soggy potatoes. 

Additional items, issued once 
every week or ten days: 
One ounce of German marga- 
rine, one ounce of poor quality 
apple marmalade, one ounce of 
beet sugar, one ounce of Ger- 
man cheese, one slice of Ger- 
man wurstmeat. 

Each prisoner at Oflag 64 reg- 
ularly received a standard Red Cross 
(Continued on page 9) 




American airmen, at Stalag Luff III. First row: No. J, Capt. Wm. H. Mayer; No. 3, 

Capt. Jack Bentley; No. 5, Capt. Charles Groome. Picture sent by Mrs. Wm. H. Mayer, 

238 E, Hanover St., Trenton 8, N. J., who will be glad to send prints to families who 

recognize members of the group. 
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EDITION FOR HONE FRONT 



KRIEGIE TIHES REPORTER 
DEPICT S POM DAIL Y LIFE 

B? SIDNEY SHOBE, 2/17., USAAP 

Day begins at 9.^5 with let call for appell. 
Some Intrepid souls rise at S to Jog around the 
camp, build fires & carry water for morning brew- 
but that is not the norm. 

The average Krlegie gets up Just in time to 
make 10 o'clock roll-call. Long practice has elim- 
inated waste morning motions and 15 minutes is am- 
ple time to drees, wash & gulp down coffee. Bread 
& Jam la consumed on 
the way out to parade. 

Appell — official 
count — is almost like 
reveille. There are the 
same ranks of men, hea- 
ded by oompany command- 
ers, all held erect by 
the command of "Atten- 
tion." (But the only 
gun salute is the ocoa- 
aional chatter of a ma- 
chine gun in the di- 
stance.) Instead of the 
Stars & Stripes whip- 
ping in the sharp bree- 
te, German fighters, 
bombers & training pla- 
nes wheel and perform 
for the grounded Ameri- 
can pilots. 

When weather permi- 
ts, ranks are opened 
for calisthenics. A 
snowfall la signal for 
a snowball fight, rain 
a prelude to dispirited 
huddles. At the adju- 
tant's dismissal com- 
mand, the shower sprin- 
ters are off. Authori- 
ties allow men to take 
hot showers in groups 
of ^l^, at a dally aver- 
age of five such groups. 
Fastest man is also the 
cleanest. As one apolo- 
gist puts it, however, 
'If a guy doesn't race, 
he doesn't need a show- 
er so often." 

DismlBsal begins 
TJhe daily routine of 
camp. Classes, library, 
cooking aphedules & be- 
lated breakfasts clear 
the field. Necessity 
has developed latent 
mechanical abllitiea. 
Pans are fabricated out 
of tin cans, brooms of 
string, chairs from 
wooden Red Cross boxes. 
The handy man is the 
hero of camp. 
(Continued on Page 2) 

mO^RMARK 

First American Air- 
man to be taken as POW 
in this theatre, Lt, 
(e.g.) John Dunn, USN, 
of New Haven, Conn., 
will pass the two-year 
mark on April Ik, of 
this year. 



HOCKEY RINK 
BU T NO ICE 

For the second suc- 
cessive winter the Ger- 
mans report an unusual- 
ly mild season. Ice- 
hockey enthusiasts, de- 
luded by Sagan's lati- 
tude position — 52 de- 
grees North — built on 
ice rink that refused 
to Jell. 

Vacillating winds & 
temperatures have brou- 
ght "sniffles" to camp. 
Colds are kept under 
control by gargle issue 
and compulsory calis- 
thenics. 

Cold snap starting 
Friday ended abruptly a 
two-week spring pre- 
view. Advent of snow 
means that hand-made 
freezers turn again for 
Kriegie ice-cream. 



THEATRE 



The Kriegie is ass- 
ured of "escape" in the 
theatre. Policy of the 
present staff is to 
present comedies & mus- 
icals, Jam aesBions & 
symphony recordings. 

One barracks has 
been devoted to stage 
auditorium & clasarooma. 
In these, shows are re- 
hearsed, sets construc- 
ted, productions pres- 
ented. Seating capacity 
Is appro*ximately 20 per 
cent of camp strength, 
requiring five perform- 
ances of each show. 

First American play 
presented after the Br- 
itish were removed to 
another camp, was "Cha- 
rlie's Aunt." On the 
program are "Our Town," 
"Tobacco Road," "Man 
Who Came to Dinner," & 
"Flleger Frolics," an 
original musical extra- 
( Continued on Page 2) 



CONTEST FOR 
BABY & yiFE 



The American oraee 
for contests is true- 
even in a prisoner of 
war camp. 

Pictures from home 
of fat, toothless, gri- 
nning and crying babies 




prompted this camp new- 
spaper to decide once 
and for all which proud 
POW had the prize baby. 
The contestants, 
many of whom have not 
seen their heirs, are 
anxiously awaiting pics 
from home. Final Judg- 
ing by h colonels, will 
not be held until all 
contestants receive 
pictures from the wife. 
Concurrently with 
the KT baby contest, 
the competing paper , 
Oefangenen Gaiette, is 
sponsoring a Miss Stal- 
ag contest for wives 
and sweethearts. 



AMERICAN SENIOR OFFICER 
PICTUR ES LIFE IN PRISON' 

BV DEtMAS T. SPIVBY, COIONEI., U3AAF 
In the hope that our people at home may have 
small insight into our prison life, we dedloate 
this issue of our camp newspaper, designed foj. 
home consumption. We hope you receive it and by gg 
doing come into closer contact with ua and our 
dally lives. 

It is extremely difficult for us to keep a. 
breast of your doings and with the trend of the 
times because of oui> 



KQLLEGE 

Four classrooms & 
37 day classes meeting 
each week is the record 
of the Education depar- 
tment. Encouraged by 
textbook contribution 
from YMCA in Geneva , 
Kriegie college offers 
classes as diverse as 
differential caloulue, 
body building 4 accoun- 
ting for the small bus- 
iness. 

Most popular cours- 
es are languages with 
German, Spanish & Fren- 
ch leading in that ord- 
er. 

Lecture & discuss- 
ion groups meet weekly- 
Latest innovation in 
lecture series la " Mar- 
ried Happiness," under 
a psychologist. 



POINT SYSTEM 
FOR ECONO HY 

Chocolate bars & 
cigarettes are coin of 
the realm in a prisoner 
of war camp. German al- 
lowance to officers & 
men are reichsmarks, 
theoretically, but they 
devolve to mere book- 
keeping. 

The weekly ration, 
through the Red Cross, 
is one chocolate bar 
and 50 cigarettes per 
man. Eminently desirab- 
le, not abundant, and 
easily handled, they 
make convenient legal 
tender. 

Recently establish- 
ed is Foodacco a bart- 
ering system in which 
a point value is given 
to food items. Highest 
on the list is powdered 
milk, 120 points. Tins 
of butter & Jam are 80 
points, oatmeal 15. 

Camp economists fe- 
ar an inflationary per- 
iod now that oigerette 
parcels & personal par- 
cels bringing chocolate 
are beginning to roll 
in. 



RED CROSS 

The five lagers th- 
at make up Stalag Luft 
III are fed and olotheet 
by the men who work in 
the vorlager offices 
Monday & Thursday are 
the big days of the we- 
ek — when issues of 
Red Cross food parcels 
are made. 

Because of German 
regulations, each par- 
cel must be opened and 
all tins punched in or- 
der to prevent escape 
stores. A squad of 15 
enlisted men Juggle the 
huge crates like logge- 
rs working a Jam.Cardto- 
( Continued 013 Sage 2) 



complete Isolation im. 
posed by censorship 
separation frotf all q'. 
ther than German news 
and barbed wire and al'. 
ert guards. 

We strive to set up 
a model community flg. 
Signed to keep our bod-i 
ies, minds, and souls} 
healthy and alert, a- 
waiting the day. we ean 
return to our own hoaei 
within our own land. 

We think of you an! 
thank all of you for 
your wonderful gifts to 
us — from individuals, 
and from the Red OrosB, 
YMCA, and other charit- 
able institutions, — 
and above all for your 
letters and prayers. 

Those who detain us 
have not treated ua 
badly, and have given 
us many small concess- 
ions which have made 
our Incarceration light 
er. The spirit of the 
Geneva convention has 
been carried out and 
our treatment, in gene- 
ral, has been good. For 
this consideration we 
are grateful and know, 
that In return, the 
treatment of German 
prisoners at home 1» 
considerate. 

We have our moments 
of loneliness and hun- 
ger for the companion- 
ship of home and home 
folks, but on the whole 
we laugh and play most 
of the time. The rest 
of the time is spent, 
studying, reading, wor- 
king and hoping. 

We shall hold fU™ 
to our faith in all " 
you and are ever aeaur- 
ed of your love and con- 
si de ratlon^^^^^____ 

YANKS JAKE LEAP 

Sign of the tlaes-; 
a few months ago t^ 
American oontrlbu^' 
to German Luft oaaP«' 
passed the British ooi 
plement. Heavy W^l 
crews are responsioi 
for the Influx. 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICE 
HELD IN TH EATRE 

PASTORS TEACH ETHICS, 
PHILOSOPHY AKE r SYCHOLOGY 

Religlcn is a vital part 
of Kriegie life. Both frot" 
estant and Roman Cstlioljc 
serMJces are held each Sunday 
in the camp theatre , 

Padre Kurdo MacDonald, a 
Scottish pastor captured 
while serving with the Brit- 
ish psratroope in Africa, is 
"unofficial" ohepl&in for the 
south compound. Protestant 
services are under his lej^der' 
ship as well as a discussion 
group and Bible Study class. 
The Padre also teaches a aes" 
sion in psychology and philos- 
ophy. 

Father Goudreau, a Trench 
Canadian priest . taken from 
the sinking "Zambeyi" in the 
early part of the war while 
enroute. to missionary work in 
Africa, cares for the spirit- 
ual needs of the Roman Cath- 
olic officers and men. He 
divides his time between this 
and another camp. In adoition 
rather Goudreau conducts a 
weekly ethics class. 

Services have recently been 
enhanced by the addition of 
an altar cross and floral 
pieces, the contributions of 
Don Stine, Alameda, Calif., 
and J.M, Piffley, Birmingham. 



EDITORIAL 



Thi 



lUfch these composite 
publications we endeavor to 
brinfe you greetings from a 
cOKiinunity of Americana, and 
in the pages to set- the 
temper of our existence. 

Introspection suffers with 
intimacy, and it is not our 
wish to decry our position 
any further than to offer a 
smile for worried next-of- 
kin and a tolerant smirk on 
super senquine bestowers of 
"couritry club" tags- 
Suffice it to say that 
speakers, mueiciane, writers. 



I artists, actors, men wno were 
I none of these but are learn- 
j ing to be " all are using 
■ thesd days to build a world 
I of mind that embraces 
I tolerance and ability to 
I work together. 

We hope to make the 
"home" editions a periodical 
function and thus send our- 
selves factually to you. 

B> means of this simple 
expedient, we say " and 
in the echo are unspoken 
hopes - "Hello," American 
style. 



FOUR FILMS SHOWN 
SINCE SEPTEMBER 



OTHER CAUP PUBLICATIONS 
HAVE SHORT DURATI ONS 

The CIRCUIT had not been 
long in publication when the 
American spirit of competit- 
ion prompted the appearance 
of two other news sheets, 
•The Shaft," and "The Hew 
Yorker," the latter fashioned 
on the U.S. publication of 
the Bwne title. Their run was 
brief but brilliant. 

"The Shaft" was printed by 
hand end appeared weekly. The 
cartoons and prose of Joseph 
Boyle,. Ten Eyck, N.J., assist- 
ed by Horm&n Retchin, Barring- 
ton. 111., provided more humor 
than the conservative news 
coverage of The CIRCUIT. 

Del Ray of Buffalo;, B.y. 
fathered "The New Yorker," 
writing and typing two en- 
tire iEBues. 



GERltAN "GIKGER ROGERS" 
STARS IM TWO MUSICALS 

Four motion pictures have 
been provided for prisoners 
since the opening of the 
south compound last September 

Karika Rokk, "Germany's 
Ginger Rogers" starred in two 
mUBlcBl comedies provided by 
the Reich. 

The American pictures were 
"Shall We Dance " starring 
yred Astalre and Ginger Rog* 
ers, and the Katharine Hep- 
burn Cary Grant comedy , "Bring 
ing Up Baby." 

E.y. Schrupp, Young America 
Minn, acts as interpreter of 
the German movies for a none 
too spellbound audience. 



KRIEGIE LYRICAL 
NEEDS SUPPLIED 
INVARIED FORMS 



CAMP ORGAN 
MAKES DEBUT 
OCT 6, 1943 



OUT OE THE MAILS AG 



Music ranks high 
.entertainment value for all 
POW'b. It is auppllea in many 
and various forms. 

Before the organization of 
the bands end chorus, sing- 
songs, led by Tex Mewton, 
accompanied by a few guitars, 
were held in the open air, 
indoors during colder v.eather 

Four YMCA phonographs, a 
set of records with each, 
passing from room to room, 
serve fourteen barracks. 

A larger audience heard 
recordlnga upon delivery of 
an amplifying system shared { 
with neighboring camps. ; 

Norm Eirapson and Oran • 
chorus ' 



BUILSTIK STYLE. THE CIRCUIT 
APPE/RS THRE£ TIMES TOKKLY 

The need of an organ to 
disserainate camp news and 
collect a somewhat meager 
store of "home" information 
was answered October 5, 1943 
by the CIRCUIT. south camp's 
tri weekly. 

Typed in form imitative of 
U.S. dailies and with 
lettered in heads, the single 
issue is posted on the cook- 
house W£ll, by oustoni the 
lager bulletin board. 

Ifotiveting force behind the 
CIRCUIT has been and la Ollie 
Chiesl of Chicago. Through 
him, as well as another 
ChicBfoan Capt, Decdman, and 
L.J. Mawley, Berkeley, Calif., 
hc:s the compound 's only 
newspaper Dssujoeri the tgsk of 
^'^ [ rejorting, criticizing, 
reminding . in brief, aiding 
ret^ders to flrd un optimum 
baeii; for gdjustnent, 

FoEt-Wiir reproduction of our 
CIRCUIT issues is planned. 

Departments of theatre, 
sports, literary, and band 
are loanaged by Joe Klaaa . 
Seattle, R.M, Rahner, K.Y. , 
Sam Dorrance, Brooklyn, and 
Sgt. Graves, Council Bluffs, la. 
Deodmiin covers the military 
situation with lucid com. 
raents reared of years service 
Times '" foreign 



[ Highley organized a 
of forty who presen 
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Chicago "Your copy of the 
new Sears Roebuck catalogue 
has possibly already reached 

"It isn't always possible 
for a member of our. Army to 
reach a ahopplcg center, but 
with our catalogue it is a 
simple matter. ' 

Captain J.Ur. Ewanson 



STAFF 
StalegXuft III Col, Alkire, San Francisco, Cal. 
Col. Goodrich, Aiiguata, Ga. 
Lt.Col. Clark, San Antonio, Texas. 
Lt.Col, lIcNickle, Doland, S,D. 
Lt.Col. Klocko, Miami Be8ch,Pla, 
Major Houston, Dundalk, Md. 
Major Diamond, Van Kuya, Calif. 
Capt. Shuck, Lewlston, pa. 
Capt. Frost, Oak park. 111. 
Capt. Carmlchsel, Ifaryville. Mo. 
Capt. Smi thwack, Palm SprgE.,Cal. 
Capt, MaaDoneld, Portree .Scotland. 
Capt. Daniel, Spokane, Wash. 
Capt, Willlama, Marietta, Ohio. 
Lt, Schrupp, Young America, Minn. 



S.A.O. 

S.A.O.. South Camp 
Executive 
Adjutant 

Education, Entertainment 
Theatre 
Music 
Kitchen 
Papers 
Mail ■ 

.Saniteti,on 
Chapleln 
[Medical 
Parcels 
Interpreter 



Christmas program, and had a | 
large part in the musiosl ; 

Band instruments serve 
double duty. They are used 
allke_ by the Luf tbandsters. 
under' the direction of Major 
Hal Diamond and a junior 
.jazz band called the 
Swinging Troubadours, led by 
Tex Ellis. 



ith the 
desk. 

Essential art work is in 
the facile hands of Ben 
Smotherjnen, Fort Worth, Prank 
Keyers, Cleveland, Ed Allen, 
Houston, and L.E. Haraaker, 
Siinta Ana, Calif. Smotherman 's 
"Fenny", a cartoon depicting 



SOURCE OP' WORLD KEWS 

Kriegies rely for their news 
on the German newspapers and 
a Reich loiid speaker recently 
installed on the cook-house 
wall. Additionally, a paper in 
English published by the Ger- 
mans fo;' /American POW's. brings 
summaries of foreign news plus 
sports Items and local news 
from the! States. 

As . only a small portion of 
prisoners can read German. most 
important articles from the 
papers' are translated into Eng- 
lish and posted beside ejcplana 
tory maps in the "gen" "news- 
room In the theatre building. 

The majority of tno work in 
keeping news up to date falls 
to Edward McMillan, Philadel- 
phia, J.H. Embach, Phoenix, /riz. 
and A.J. Schmidt, Vineland.: 



Americar 
refer to 
Kriegies. 

It 's an abbreviation of the 
German, "Krlegsgefangener, "war 
prisoner, wiiieh the Americans 
and British found too hard to 
pronounce . 



PENNY 



adventures of a girl corres- 
pondent in the ETC, appears 
during the week, while 
Meyers '- droll "Loole" cavorts 
on the weekly Sunday comic 
page along with "Hercules, the 
Pup," by Allen. Cpl, Gllker, 
Jfe* York City has • ■ con- 
tributed skillful portraits 
end landoeape sketches. 

Invaluable in repertorial 
capacities are Robert Katz, 
Konnesdele, Pa., Joe Hudson, 
Little Hock, /rk. , c. L. 
Earnhart, Lebanon, Ohio , 
Charles Goldsohmid, H.Y.C., 
George Vasil, Spokane, Wash., 
C.C. Darttj Oneontu, N.T, , 
L,C. Brown, Albuquerque, M.lf. , 
and W.L. Barker, Indianapolis. 
ijnong the latterg ' jobs is 
the collecting of mall items 
u sed in "Out of the Mail b ag." 



By Ben Smother 



man 




Far Eastern 
Shanghai War Prisoners' Camp 

December 26, 1943 
Dear Mr. Egle: 

Another Christmas has passed and, as 
last year, the war prisoners in this camp 
were most fortunate during the holidays, 
due to your untiring efforts, and the kind- 
ness and consideration of the Japanese mili- 
tary authorities. 

Holiday routine began on the afternoon 
of the 24th. The fruit, nuts, candy, and 
cigarettes were distributed together with 
CRB $20.00 per man, the latter donation 
from the American internees on Haiphong 
Road. The camp canteen, well stocked 
with peanut butter, jam, and tobacco, ex- 
perienced the usual holiday rush. A group 
of men who had been rehearsing under 
Doctor Pollard's supervision and the Italian 
choir rendered the Christmas Eve spirit 
complete by singing carols outside the bar- 
racks at midnight. On Christmas morning 
at 10 o'clock, the Catholics held Rosary un- 
der Major Devereux's leadership and half an 
hour later the Reverend Nakiyama con- 
ducted divine Christmas service for the 
Protestants. 

Your most welcome, sincere, and encourag- 
ing Christmas message from the President 
and associates of the International Red 
Cross Committee of Geneva, and the 
Christmas message from our Chief of Statt, 
delivered to us by the camp authorities 
on Christmas morning, were equally ettec- 
tive as a morale factor, as was the Christ- 
mas dinner in fortifying and temporardy 
satiating our physical well-being. My re- 
gret is that you cannot personally hear 
the comments made by the individuals con- 
cerning our Christmas dinner and the as- 
sistance you have afforded in the past, for 
those comments would convey a much 
dearer conception of what your efforts 
mean to us than any remarks made by me. 
On behalf of all the war prisoners in- 
terned in this camp, please convey our sin- 
cere thanks and appreciation to the Inter- 
national Red Cross Committee of Geneva, 
to all the members of your staff, the Swiss 
community. Dr. Ching, and to all our 
friends in Shanghai, and especially to you, 
Mr Egle, for the material help you have 
afforded us in the past, the assurances 
you have given us for the future, and in 
particular at this time for your efforts 
which made 1943 Christmas indeed a merry 
one for us. 

Sincerely and gratefully, 

W. W. ASHURST, 
Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps. 
(■mis leUer was sent to Mr. EdouardEgle, 
Delegate of tJie International Committee oj 
the Red Cross in Shanghai.) 

Shanghai War Prisoners' Camp 

July 15, 1943 
(Received March 1944) 
Dearest Pat: 

Again we are permitted to send out a 
card. Hope this will get through. I've re- 
ceived a couple of letters from you and 
you'll never know how much I appreciate 
them. They're pretty well read and re- 
read by now. 

Life goes on pretty much the same as be- 
fore, days roll by in an endless procession 
with little or no change. Naturally, I'm 
looking forward to being free as we are 
aU. 




,j,lSONERS OF WAR BULLETIN 



I i^jt in our problems, and your coopera- 
''; -as been most encouraging. 
' ALEXANDER M. IIADDON, 

Educational Director. 
,f;is letter was written to Mr, Tracy 
ng, ■^'■•' Secretary, European Society for 
nt Relief, Geneva, Switzerland.) 

Stalag VII A 

(Undated) 
jm sorry to inform you of this but 
people treat us far from the way 
men are treated over there. We are 
lucky to get a bath once every two 
[lis. Their best meal is sugar beets 
soup. It's a good thing our Red Cross 
j5 good care of us. They give us plenty 
prm clothing and food. I'd sure be glad 
get back and live again. 
iQerman prisoners of war in the United 
' 7 are treated strictly in accordance 
the requirements of the Geneva Con- 
m.) 

Stalag 11 B 

April 15, 1944 

Mother, Dad and Bros. 

quite nice bene because it looks as 

Karm weather has arrived. It is going to 

little tougher with much more work 

longer hours. Perhaps twelve to fifteen 

a day. I am thinking of the ap- 

iching winter which may be a lot 

r than this last one. Warm gloves, 

overshoes, heavy coveralls. Hope it's 



We're still working daily, building a park 
about three miles from camp, which work 
sends us to bed well able to fall asleep. 

The Red Cross sends in supplies once 
or twice a month which do much to lighten 
our existence. 

Camp No. 4, Philippines 

Undated. 
Dear Mom, Dad, Sister: 

How is everyone at home? Hope you are 
all fine. Am getting along fairly well even 
though I am a P.O.W. Hope this war doesn t 
last much longer so that I can get home. Tell 
all my friends hello. Love. 

Hiraoka Camp, Japan 

July 3, 1943 
Dear Daddy and All: 

Once again I am permitted to write you 
a few lines. I am still in good health and 
hope you are the same. I've started work- 
ing since I last wrote you. The past two 
months have been very wet, making work 
disagreeable. Jessie, I received your letter 
of June 22, this March. Your letter and 
others have meant so much to me. I anxious- 
ly await more and please send photographs. 
If your outlook on the future is as bright 
as mine, we have no real worries. If I only 
knew how far or near the day of our meet- 
ing is, this life would be much easier. Do 
not worry about my safety for I am still 
well cared for. I hope to see you soon, until 
I do, may the best of health and happiness 
be yours, and may God be with us all. 
Give Sherry my love and may God bless 
you. 

European 

Stalag Luft III 
February 13, 1944 
Dear Mother and Folks: 

Sorry my last card contained nothing but 
the "gimmies" but even tho' it seemed 
like a lot of things to ask for there are 
always some people here who can use them. 



For instance, I'm gradually picking 
things as a razor, toothbrush, etc, 
there is still no surplus, but I n 
Red Cross packages are wonderful 
another variety show last night which 



Oflag 64 

February 14, 1944 
Folks: 

requested I am sending tidbits of 
very good. My leg gives me no troublllW activity. Our "Kriegy College of 
now and the cast is due to come off at tli eater Knowledge" is very fortunate in 
end of the month. I repeat that 1 ai iiing enrolled several officers of note from 
amazed at the excellent treatment we gdt field of entertainment. While they are 
The medical staff of English, Australian it professional artists, they all have expe- 
and New Zealand doctors are exceptiouii nice of college entertainment. Most say 
Times goes by faster now than it did i« hope someday to make entertaining 
solitary but we can't wait for the time | idr careers. Our choral group has pro- 
come when we can return home. fssed under the able direction of 1st Lt. 

lisell Ford, who hails from East Orange, 

g. , xvn B J' ^"'^ ^^'^^ ®^"S ^^ soloist in Grace 

Tanufrv 19 I? '"*' ^* ^- featured as baritone so- 

J J ' -aiBt in our choral group is 1st Lt. Tom 

Dear Mr. Strong: Jifclt, a student of U. of North Carolina. 

During the past several months ourM|it's ambition is to sing at the Metro- 

lation here in camp has increased Wimkin Opera in New York. The choral 



extent that we now find a pressing 

in both our fictional and technical lib: 

for additional reading material. We are 

pealing to you for aid in this matter 
We have enclosed lists of authors 

popular books both fiction and 

which may aid you in compiling a 

ment. These lists are based on the " 

habits of 2,500 men and represent a 

able cross-section of interests. 

Our libraries at present are now 

operation. The fiction library is woi ^ ^^^ 

a check-out basis, occupies on^-quart^ nad been 

a barrack, and has a bookbindmg Fl|C^ .Hospi 

in conjunction with it. The teclmiOl^.^ershater has a message for Mrs. Kahn 

brary reserves its books for references w aer brother, a prisoner m Stalag 344. 

Tables and benches are provided m BA"R-R ATK^i -RAr<i 

brary where students may study mj^^ BARRACK!* BAt^S 

Both libraries fall under the jurisdi [^^ ^ Quartermaster Corps 

the school, but each is managed "J '^turnorl ^ ^ .u a • t» j 

sponsible man and staff. , \^^^f ^yer to the American Red 

We are very much pleased with the op; ^ barracks bags for distribution 
tion and results shown by the lij"?; jcjoj ^^"lerican prisoners o£ war held 
feel that a great deal more could oe^^^ a. Germany. These barracks bags, 
plished if more reading material tk are the same as those issued 

' wfrtdeed grateful for yo"^ ^Cf ^?" ^^.l^iers, will be dis- 



21 mixed voices and an accom- 
list. On Sundays they sing in the chapel 
rag services. The three most popular 
s in camp are: Low Man on a Totem 
.Epic of America, and The Robe (story 
JCsus). Reading is our greatest diversion. 

any reader of the Bulletin knows 
correct address of Mrs. Muck Kahn, 
he please get in touch with Miss 
^ah M. Gershater, 1540 Willis Ave., No. 
Umaha 10, Nebraska. Mrs. Kahn's ad- 
had been incorrectly given as Or- 
'tal in Lincoln, Nebraska. 



IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY- 

I am still in a P. 0. W. Camp nP;ir Moulmein, Burma, 
There are 20,000 Priioners, biing Australiiin, Dutch. English, 
and American. There are several camps of 2/3000 prisoners who 
work at settled labour daily. 

We are quartered in very plain huts. The climate is good. Our 
life is now eaaier with regard to food, medicine and clothes. The 
Japanese Commander sincerely endeavours to traat prisoners kindly. 

Ofiicera' aalary ii based on salary of Japanese Officers of 
the same rank and every prisoner who performs labour or duty 
is given daily wages from 25 cents ( minimum ) to 45 centa,- 
according to rank and work. 

Canteena ara established where we can buy some extra 
foods and smokes. By courtesy of the Japanese Commander we 
conduct concarta in the camps, and a limited number go to a 
picture show about once per month. / 



The card reproduced above was evidently printed and issued by the Japanese authorities, 
with the exception of "Love to all, am doing fine," which was printed in by the 
prisoner. The signature, which has been deleted, was in the prisoner's own hand- 
writing. This card was received by the prisoner's father at Jacksboro, Texas. Many next 
of kin in the United Kingdom of British prisoners have received similar cards, but this 
is the first one to reach the United States that has come to our attention. 

£xJtJiadL& piDjm <^sdJtsUtA 



'JUted 



through the International 



'^^ittee of the Red Cross 



Far Eastern 

From Osaka Camp, Japan: "News: I can 
receive all letters. Notify friends. None yet. 
Can't speak as much Japanese as you'd 
expect. This camp is the most cosmopoli- 
tan possible." 

From Branch Camp 2, Tokyo: "A few 
words to let you* know I am well and happy 
in Japan. . . . Hope to be with you soon." 
This was the fourth in a series of letters 
from this prisoner to his family in Chilli- 
cothe, Texas. The letter was written Au- 
gust 28, 1943, and received in March 1944. 
Previous to this an undated card was re- 
ceived in December 1943; a letter sent 
March 9, 1943, was received in August 
1943; and the prisoner's first communica- 
tion, a card written December 2, 1942, was 
received in July 1943. 

European 

From Stalag XVH B, a sergeant wrote to 
his sister in Minneapolis last December: 
"Right now I'm in Austria. It's cold as 
blazes here. Have been getting my Red 
Cross parcel every week. . . . Two of my 
old crew are here and lots of fellows I 
knew during training." 

"Hear that you receive circulars about 
how nice this place is," wrote a major in 
Stalag Luft III to his mother last March. 
"Save them for a laugh when I get back 
with the truth." 

A lieutenant in an undesignated German 
camp wrote his mother in Terre Haute, 
Ind.: "Have befriended several Englishmen, 
Scotchmen, and Irishmen whom I hope to 
visit if I return via Britain. I feel I am 
out of the war now but am quite satisfied 
and hope it ends soon." (This letter was 



sent from Germany on April 3 and received 
in Terre Haute May 24.) 

"Am OK but sure tired of this life. 7 
months POW. Tell all hello and write a 
lot. I can't write much." This letter from 
a sergeant at Stalag III B was sent in April 
and received at Sweetwater, Texas, in May. 

A letter from a prisoner at Stalag II B to 
his family in Ulmers, S. C, contained the 
following: "I am feeling fine, and in the 
best of health. I am on a farm in Dutch- 
land, milking cows and plowing, and every- 
thing that goes along with a farm." 

A prisoner at Stalag XVII B wrote to his 
fiancee in Fort Wayne, Indiana, last De- 
cember: "Our Red Cross parcels came in 
the other day. Enough to last a couple of 
months. We were pretty lucky— only out 
of them two weeks before these came in." 

From Stalag Luft HI, on January 8, a 
new arrival wrote his family in Minne- 
apolis: "Don't worry about me because I am 
well and haven't been hurt at all and I'll 
be OK. I am really safer here than I was 
flying on missions, so don't worry about 
anything." 



REPATRIATES 

[Continued from page 5) 
food package every week, which pro- 
vides about 14,000 calories of food. 
Statements made by Mr. Allen and 
other repatriates that the German 
government was not living up to 
the provisions of the Geneva Prison- 
ers of War Convention were prompt- 
ly taken up by cable with the proper 
authorities in Switzerland, 
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SHORTWAVE BROADCASTS USE OF LETTER FORMS URGED 



Messages from American prison- 
ers of war are broadcast by Japanese 
radio stations in Tokyo, Manila, and 
Hsinking (Manchuria), no doubt to 
tempt Americans to listen to Japa- 
nese propaganda. Most of the mes- 
sages follow a stereotyped form and 
invariably express thanks to the 
Japanese authorities for kind treat- 
ment, which suggests that prisoners 
are not permitted to express their real 
feelings. Some messages are read by 
announcers, while others are broad- 
cast from transcriptions, thus mak- 
ing it impossible to determine their 
authenticity. 

Recently most of the prisoners 
have referred to the receipt of mail 
and packages from home, although 
in a few cases statements are made 
that no mail or packages have been 
received. Typical are the following: 
"I received eight letters and one box 
from you and several [letters] from 
others." "Receivedyour lettersof June 
through September 1943, and also 
package." Quite recently a few men 
in the Philippines have mentioned 
receipt of mail dated as late as De- 
cember 1943. 

Telegraphic advices ul prisoners' 
broadcasts monitored in this coun- 
try are forwarded to relatives by the 
Office of the Provost Marshal Gen- 
eral, which has previously warned 
that such messages cannot be ac- 
cepted as official reports of the 
United States War Department. 



PARCEL LABELS FOR 
EUROPE 

The Office of the Provost Mar- 
shal General frequently receives 
requests for parcel labels from 
relatives of prisoners of war. 

Parcel labels are issued to the 
designated next of kin of prison- 
ers of war in Europe. The labels 
go out automatically every 60 
days, and it is not necessary to re- 
quest them. 

Relatives other than the desig- 
nated next of kin of prisoners of 
war are not entitled to parcel 
labels, and requests to the Provost 
Marshal General for them should 
not be made. There is, however, 
no objection to other members of 
a prisoner's family contributing 
to the next-of-kin parcel, provided 
it does not exceed the permitted 
weight and size. 



A report received through the In- 
ternational Committee of the Red 
Cross from the American spokes- 
man at Stalag XVII B strongly urges 
the use of printed letter forms in 
communicating with prisoners of 
war in Europe. He reported that 
such standardized forms simplify the 
work of the German censors and so 
speed up the delivery of mail. 

As was announced in the June 
issue of Prisoners of War Bulletin, 
the new printed form (No. Ill, 
WD, PMG) may be obtained from 
postoffices throughout the United 
States. This form requires a six cent 
air mail stamp. 

Readers are again reminded that 
mail for prisoners of war in Ger- 
many should be placed in an outer 
envelope, addressed simply: "Post- 
master—Prisoner of War Mail." 

For mail to prisoners held by 
Japanese, the new post card form an- 
nounced on page 9 of the July issue 
of Prisoners of War Bulletin is 
recommended. Whenever the new 
post card form is not available at 
Red Cross chapters, an ordinary post 
card may be used. 



NEW ITEMS FOR PERSONAL 
PARCELS 

A number of new items have been 
added to the list of approved articles 
which may be included in next-of- 
kin parcels for prisoners of war and 
civilian internees in Europe. 

A partial list of miscellaneous ar- 
ticles which may now be sent in- 
cludes the following kitchen and 
eating utensils, which must not be 
glass, enamelware, or other breakable 
material: frying pans, baking pans, 
spoons, forks, coffee pots, dinner 
plates, mugs, mixing bowls, and can 
openers. 

Food items now listed include pow- 
dered eggs, powdered milk, flour (in- 
cluding such mixtures as Bisquick, 
gingeri3read mix, pancake flour, 
etc.) , dried puddings, fruit cakes, 
and garden seeds. The amount of 
chocolate which may be sent has 
been increased to two pounds. 

Next of kin have been sent the 
complete list of additional items by 
the Office of the Provost Marshal 
General. 

According to recent repatriates, 
prisoners of war in Germany are not 
permitted to write letters in ink. 
Therefore, it is not advisable to send 
fountain pens, even though they are 
on the permitted list. 



YMCA SHIPMENTS 
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Since the beginning of 1943. y^J riTTT7«TTmv« AlVn 
Prisoners' Aid of the YMCA ^ 1 QUL=> ^^'-'J^^ ^JNU 
shipped, on Red Cross vessels, oi ANSWERS 

and a quarter million articles, valupnl 
at more than $1,000,000, for Ame^Ji 



can and Allied prisoners of War T!,r , . j ^ j ■ njr ^i * 

articles included 600,000 books lt\^^'' t^''' reported in May that 
000 athletic items, 30.000 musicaj^ i/^^ ^/f'^7/ ^"'^Jf^^'f'' \f 
struments, 100,000 phonogra 1 «g^-^^^/j^^f «^ supplies from the 
r.r^.rU 00 niotion ^^, Jr. ^^ mted states to be sent through 



records, 100 motion picture pf^ 
grams, as well as considerable handj. 
craft, theater, and indoor games sup^ 
plies. Very large shipments have rj" 
cently been made from Geneva to 
Stalag Luft I and Stalags II B and 
XVli B, in Germany, to meet the 
growing needs of American 
oners. 



pris- 



fladivostok to our prisoners of 
yj(ir held by Japan. So far I have 
,jot received a parcel label for 
„iy son in the Philippines. When 
call I expect one? 

1 The Japanese government did 
offer to send a ship to Vladivos- 
tok at regular intervals to pick 



^ ■ 1 ■, J J ^ „ ,m relief supplies sent from the 

Two lumdred and twenty-fi,, P. , States for American and 



boxes of similar materials went lasi 



United States for American and 
ther Allied prisoners of war in 



I-l'°!^,^rJ.^?L™/^,^„„'^>'^F^Ei.^fh^so;i.g;^^^^ 



holm, with an additional 300 cases 



ment has agreed to make avail- 



going to Vladivostok and now await- j^ certain Soviet Pacific ports 

'.^Innnn'' Pr"f JT"' ^ for this purpose and the Japanese 
$150,000 worth of goods have been ^ . k u K. ;^ 

purchased in the Fa? East with fuif!!^„T'^' ^^' ^'^^ ^° ^^- 
sent through Sweden by the YMCA, 
In addition to the above. War 
Prisoners' Aid has forwarded to 
American prisoners of war $250,000 
worth of athletic, musical, and other 
supplies furnished by Special Sen- 
ices Division, U. S. Army. 



formed. Thus far, however, the 
Japanese have not'indicated when 
ship movements will begin. 
Whether it will be possible to send 
next-of-kin parcels to the Far 
East will depend on the amount 
of shipping space available and 
the willingness of the Japanese 

RUMANIAN VISIT it^f'T'^'''^- ^j- f , 

Marshal Antonescu, the Rumania* '^^y/^"^^^"^;,«^'^^^"^/^^"^^"«" 

leader, visited the camp for Ameii-j »^ hombardier, is a prisoner of 

^^^ ^\ ^;^-„ ]J war in Germany. A recent letter 

can airmen-prisoners at linjis Ml ii , <,, r /,■ 

March. After hearing a ^om^xJ l^^^ni nr,^ s t p ^ j^^^ 

made by the men, he hnmediatdyrc S.„!^,f^!f;:^'lf:^.^f f ^ 
voked an order of the camp 



mander which forbade direct com- 
munication between the Am^rian 



Approximately how much is this, 
md, aside from 7ny allotment, 
how is the remainder taken care 



officers and men. A report on i{, J , , ,, - , , . 

visit recently received"^ from tle^ ^ husband s mention of his 
American Red Cross representativej ^aary app,,ently refers to he 
in Geneva stated that the prisone«| ^onthly sums^^pard^him^ by ^the 
made no other complaint. """" nrr^^.^vntii^r, 



Marshal Antonescu promised » 
have motor buses provided so tlw 
the prisoners could make sig^'^^'^ 
ing trips— on condition the '^^^f'^. 
their word of honor they would no 



German government, as pro- 
vided for in the Geneva Conven- 
tion, This money is used by offi- 
cers for living expenses, canteen 
purchases, etc. The United States 
Sovernraent makes no deduction 

, from your husband's salary for 
attempt to escape. ■ i 4^ ^^^^ ^^.^ ^ ^^^ 

^ f/irh l^fohs A <an authorities. The allot- 
oner dated March 12 to hs ^I ^^^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ 

at Caldwell, Texas, aid tfia ,,^^^ ^^^^ deductions made 

camp had been visited yy . j. ^ ^ u • ^ a 

Grand Marshal and the Primef^ ^'^m^'. "^^^^^.^^^..-^l^^^^.P^^Ti 

ister." They i 

gave the men cigarettes^ 



n nerted the buildif ' j^onthly to his credit by the War 
nspectedtne „. Department until his status is 



m 



quired if there was anythingJJJ ?. | ^^S^^- 

'^pajamas and socks in his next 



com* 



could do to "make us more 
able." . jsof 

The number of American v^^ ^ 
ers in Rumania had increa^ 
over 400 by the end of May- 



'^^ sending my son a sweater 



'^/^^^h and would like to mark 
J^ rvith his name. Is this per- 




A group of unidentified American prisoners of war at Stalag Luft III, sent by Corporal 

John J. Bell. Luft III is an officers' camp but noncommissioned officers are doubtless 

there for camp maintenance. 



A. Simple name tabs, sewed only at 
the ends so that the censor may 
look underneath them, are con- 
sidered the best method of mark- 
ing. If you cannot buy these, 
you could make them by print- 
ing the name in indelible ink on 
ordinary tape cut to the proper 
length. 

Q. / am still having difficulty get- 
ting the right kind of box to send 
parcels to my son in a German 
camp. The shops have the right 
sizes but they are usually covered 
with patriotic slogans and flags. 
Where can I get plain ones? 

A. The local Red Cross chapter may 
now obtain a stock of such car- 
tons from the Red Cross area of- 
fice. A note concerning this was 
published in the June issue of 
Prisoners of War Bulletin^ 
page 10. 

Q. What happens to Wacs and other 
servicewomen when they are 
taken prisoner? 

A. An official of the War Depart- 
ment states that none had been 
reported captured in Europe up 
to the middle of June. If any are 
captured by Germany, it is pos- 
sible that the procedure used by 
Japan for army nurses taken in 
the Philippines would be fol- 
lowed. This was to put them in 
civilian internment camps where 
there were other American wo- 
men. German nurses captured 
when the American forces took 
Cherbourg were returned, under 
a white flag, to the German lines 
in Normandy. 

Q. Can I have a book on radio sent 
to my son in Germany? 

A, No. 



Q. / have already sent two parcels to 
my husband at Stalag II B, Ger- 
many, and he has not yet ac- 
knowledged them. Should I con- 
tinue sending parcels every 60 
days, or wait until those already 
sent have been acknowledged? 

A. We would strongly recommend 
that you continue using your par- 
cel labels. The parcels already 
sent may have been delayed in 
reaching your husband, or his ac- 
knowledgments may have been 
delayed or gone astray. It usually 
takes not less than four months 
from the date of mailing a parcel 
to a German camp to receive 
an acknowledgment from the 
prisoner. 

Q_. When the war with Germany 
ends and our prisoners are re- 
leased, will they be expected to 
engage in active combat against 
Japan— assuming they are physi- 
cally fit and that we are still at 
war with Japan? 

A. That would be a matter for the 
Army to decide. 

Q. My son. has sent me a card from 
the Japanese prisoner of war 
camp at Zentsuji, in which he 
says I should request the War 
Department to give me a Class E 
allotment, and that he wants me 
to have it as soon as possible. 
How should I go about getting 
it? 

A. Send your son's card, or a photo- 
static copy, to the Office of De- 
pendency Benefits, Newark, New 
Jersey. According to our infor- 
mation, this will be accepted as 
an authorization for the allot- 
ment. 
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Change of Address 

All next of kin officially listed for 
prisoners of war and civilian internees 
have the Prisoners of War Bulletin 
addressed to them in the office of the 
Provost Marshal General. The same 
addressed to them in the Office of the 
of information and parcel labels from 
that office. Therefore, if next of kin in- 
form the Provost Marshal General, War 
Department, Washington, D. C, of 
changes of address, the Bulletin as 
well as official notices should reach them 
promptly. In advising of a change of ad- 
dress, next of kin should use the follow- 
ing form: 

"I am officially listed as next of kin 
of Pfc. John Smith, prisoner of war No. 

000 (or service serial number) held at 

Camp , Germany 

or Camp , Japan. 

1 have moved from 

to and wish al! 

mail sent to me there." 

If it is more convenient for next of 
kin, notice of change of address can be 
sent to the local Red Cross chapter. 

Many names in addition to next of 
kin are on a separate Red Cross mailing 
list for the Prisoners of War Bulletin. 
For those who are not next of kin, 
therefore, the following form should be 
used in advising the Red Cross (through 
the local chapter or by letter addressed 
to Prisoners of War Bulletin, Na- 
tional Headquarters, American Red 
Cross, Washington 13, D. C.) of a 
change of address: 

"I receive the Prisoners of War Bul- 
letin although I am not officially listed 
as next of kin of a prisoner of war, I 

have moved from -- 

and wish the Bulletin sent to me 
there." 



PRISONERS OF WAR BULLED 



U. S. PRISONERS IN BULGARIA 

Representatives o£ the Swiss gov- 
ernment and the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross on February 
15-17 last visited the Bulgarian camp 
for American prisoners of war sit- 
uated in the mountains about five 
miles from Choumen. These repre- 
sentatives, who were accompanied 
by Bulgarian officials, were permitted 
to talk freely with the prisoners in- 
dividually and with their senior offi- 
cer. First Lieutenant Darlington. 

There were about 50 prisoners, all 
airmen. The camp near Choumen 
was formerly a convalescent home 
for Bulgarian soldiers. Only one 
sleeping room at the time of the 
visit was available for the prisoners, 
but a second one, to be used by offi- 
cers, was promised. Various sugges- 
tions for the improvement of living 
conditions at the camp were made 
to the Bulgarian authorities, whose 
attention was particularly called to 
the obligations of the Bulgarian gov- 
ernment as a signatory of the Ge- 
neva Prisoners of War Convention. 
Delegates felt that ignorance of the 
provisions of the Convention, rather 
than a disposition to treat the pris- 
oners harshly, was responsible for 
most of the complaints. 

Two wounded prisoners in the 
clinic at Choumen stated that they 
were being given good care, and the 
Delegates reported that the health 
of the other prisoners was good. 

One immediate outcome of the 
visit was a promise by the camp 
commander that men would be per- 
mitted to write two letters a month. 

A follow-up visit was arranged for, 
and presumably has since been made 
to see that improvements promised 
had been put into efEect. 



PACKAGING CENTERS 
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Regardless of heat and humijj- j 
Red Cross volunteers in the p''-'^' 
delphia. New York, and St, 
centers have maintained an 
gate output throughout the sui^^'^ 

of over 1,000,000 standard food ilish^^ ^^ '^^ American National Red Cross for the Relatives of American Prisoners o£ War and Civilian Internees 
ages a month. By the end o£ 



the total output had almost reacherf^ 
the 15,000,000 mark. ^ 

The assembly line at the J^^^ 
York plant is now manned on SatUf 
day afternoons chiefly by business 
girls who have joined the ranks of 
those who give up precious time 
help American and Allied pr, 
of war. Also at work in t 
York plant is a group of Jeri 
school teachers who have vol 
for the summer. 

The special Christmas pacFai^ 
American prisoners of war and dvil- 
ian internees in Europe is beii 
made up in Packaging Center No. 
at Philadelphia— not at New Yori, 



NO. 9 



WASHINGTON, D. C. 



SEPTEMBER 1944 



Reports from Camps in Germany 



has been reported that Ameri- 
prisoners of war captured in 
jrinandy were being assigned to 
lag XII A, at Limburg, "located 
liule north of a line between 
ogne and Frankfurt/Main," and 
!^at several thousand men had al- 
ady arrived there. 
American prisoners have also been 
signed recently to the new Stalag 



as was stated in the July BullitdjIM ^ at Teschen, on the former 

Jjilolish-Czechoslovak frontier, and to 

COOKING GUIDE IBtilag Luft IV, which is in Pome- 

A cook book, The Prisoner ofm^^ ^^^^ *^ Polish-German fron- 

Cooking Guide, has been released byl^'f' The designation of the old Sta- 

the Red Cross Nutrition Service fdHVIH B at Lamsdorf was changed 

use in prisoner of war camps. Thc'^^^^^^S 3'*'*- 

recipes were prepared on the basis About 1,500 American noncom- 
of the contents of the standard fooct missioned airmen were reported in 
package and the vegetables whic^falag Luft IV at the end of June, 
can be grown from the Red Croile camp then being only in process 
garden packages sent to all camps in|)l construction. Other new camps 
Germany containing American prop Americans are given elsewhere 
oners. The Cooking Guide is being ithis issue under the heading "Map 
sent through the International Rd tlanges." 



Cross directly to the camps, for &r 
tribution in sufficient number so that 
one guide can be supplied to eacl 
group of 25 men 



Stalag II B 

nt information on conditions 
iithe base camp, as well as among 



'iW£ JMHOJ uo ispuas Ajpou 'uaiou^ 
-Mau puE paAoniaj sbij aassajppe ji 






1^8 "OM Jtuuaj 

aivd 
aovxsoj s *ri 

a ^ T A tm -338 



jie work detachments outside, m- 
iiMes a state of affairs at Stalag 
•paaiuEJBnS si qDiqM jo} aSBisoUll g -w^jf.]^ jg f^j. fj-Qm satisfactory. 
""" W has been taken by the State 
Viftment on reported mistreat- 
*nt of American prisoners. There 
"' about 150 American work de- 
^'iments (almost all agricultural) 
Altered throughout the large area 
Jeered by this Stalag, and the con- 
'tions under which some of these 
J^chments live are very primitive. 
/"e men are also so widely scat- 
^d, -with detachments varying in 
^l^igth from a few prisoners to 60 
, "^^re, that it is impossible for rep- 
ij^^atives of the Protecting Power 
.the International Committee of 
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^d Cross to investigate fully all 
complaints made by the men. 



Much of the friction between Ameri- 
can prisoners and their guards, as 
well as between the men and some 
of the individual Germans for whom 
they work, appears to have developed 
out of attempts to escape. A few 
prisoners at II B were shot while at- 
tempting to escape about a year ago. 
Next of kin were notified of these 
deaths. 

Chronic overcrowding at the base 
camp, which contains French, Bel- 
gian, Italian, and Yugoslav as well 
as American prisoners of war; poor 
hospital facilities for the relatively 
high percentage of men at this camp 
needing proper medical care; and 
lack of adequate faciliiies for cook- 
ing, washing, and recreation — all 



contribute to making conditions at 
II B a matter for much concern. 

Stalag Luft III 

A cable received in New York by 
War Prisoners' Aid of the YMCA on 
July 7 quoted the following message 
sent to Geneva by Colonel Spivey, 
senior American officer at Stalag Luft 
III: 

A new 2,000-man compound has 
recently been opened and is rapidly 
being filled with Americans. It is 
known as the West Compound, and 
Colonel Darr H. Alkire is senior 
officer. 

Our athletic program (at Center 
Compound) is now going full blast. 
Softball is by far tltc most popular 




A group of American officers at Oflag 64, early in February. Top row left to right: Lt, 
William Guest, Capt. Stephen Kane, Lt. Robert Aschim, Lt. Anthony Cipriani, Lt. frank 
A ten. Bottom row: Lt. Harold Tollman, Lt. Burrows, Lt. Henry Perry, Lt. Sid Waldman. 



